
 
 

Building the Choroszy Modelbud Heath Baby Bullet 
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Choroszy Modelbud Kit No. A170 "Baby Bullet Light 
Racer". 1/72 kit, including 25 resin parts and complete 
decals. Available from Joe's Models, P. O. Box 81, 
Verona, NJ 07044-0081, USA, www.joesmodels.com, 
e-mail: joesmodels@comcast.net, phone: +1 973 
2397682. 
 

As Anders said in his review of this kit in BT#41, this is a 
lovely little kit, with razor thin trailing edges and lots of tiny 
pieces. Wing surfaces are perfect, but I do think the 
stringer detail on the fuselage is a little rough. Not much I 
could do about it, it's too tiny to even see properly, so I can 
live with it. 
 
Choroszy have made the classic mistake of ignoring the 
area behind the seat. The instrument panel and cockpit 
sides are lovely, but what you actually see when looking in 
the cockpit is the lack of seatbelts, and no stringers aft of 
the cockpit. Due to the hole in the rear bulkhead this is 
visible. I added stringers from stretched black sprue glued 
on with white glue, just enough to fill up the emptiness. 
 
If the small wing-pins are used the left wing will be too far 
forward, only by a millimetre or so, but still very noticeable. 
I extended the holes rearwards by milling. I also drilled and 
added wire strengthening, but that might not be necessary. 
I found the various butt-joints worked well enough, as the 
parts are so light. I used tube-glue or white glue, and then 
strengthened the joints when dry with CA. 

 

 
 

Neil's finished model of the tiny "Baby Bullet" – at around three times natural size! 
 
 
The nose of the Baby Bullet is cork burnished. I did this 
effect on a Morane years ago, and wanted to try again on 
a more difficult job. In 1/72 the individual "cork roundels" 
are too small and I can't do them smaller, god knows I've 

tried, but at least it gives an impression of the real thing. 
Before the "corking" begins the nose has to be covered in 
aluminium foil. 
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To make a change from my previous descriptions of metal-
foiling here’s a list of the tools I use: 
 
• Kitchen foil, the thick oven kind, coated with metal foil 

adhesive 
• A wide brush, for painting on the metal foil adhesive 

(thinned with water). 
• Microscale metal-foil adhesive 
• Sharp scissors, for cutting out squares of foil 
• Ear buds (here in Sweden we call them Topz), for 

buffing down the foil 
• A snap-off knife, for cutting along the panel-lines 
• 1000 grain wet & dry sandpaper, for sanding off small 

wrinkles and trapped dust 
• A pair of dividers, for measuring panel-line positions 
• Metal polish, for removing grunge caused by excess 

metal foil adhesive 
• A steel ruler and templates, for cutting panel-lines. 
 
The trick for doing the cork burnishing is to make a cone of 
1000 grain wet & dry sandpaper, and individually mark 
little sworls in the aluminium surface. It's not difficult to 
keep them in straight lines on a small area; otherwise 
some kind of guide would be necessary. When finished, a 
coat of matt varnish makes it look more realistic. 

 
I do the painting after the foil work, as the foiling process 
makes a mess. Tamiya masking tape doesn't pull the foil 
off, if it's well rubbed down and there is plenty of glue on 
the foil. I use ModelMasters buffing Metallizer for 
aluminium paint, as it has a very fine pigment, I tried over-
spraying with varnish mixed with white to make it look 
more like dope, this has worked well previously, but this 
time I overdid it, and had to remove it. Next try was with 
Metallizer mixed with matt white Humbrol, this wasn't really 
successful either, but by now I was sick of it, and made it a 
day. I think the over-spraying is a better idea, but I need to 
learn moderation! 
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